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PRESS RELEASE

For Immediate Release:  13 May 2011
To Trade Press, Construction Industry

CEA “BRIGHT HORIZONS…” CONFERENCE
Record numbers turn out to hear Sir Anthony.
This year’s CEA annual conference was once again held at the prestigious venue, One Great George Street in Westminster.  Held on 12 May, the conference was entitled “Bright Horizons…”, an apt theme as the Industry is pulling its way out of the worst of the downturn.
A record number of construction equipment industry leaders turned out to hear JCB’s owner, Sir Anthony Bamford, speak in a rare public appearance.  BBC correspondent and conference moderator, Nick Higham, interviewed Sir Anthony – and delegates were given an exclusive insight into his views on the supply chain, bridging the skills gap in the UK manufacturing sector, as well as the outlook for the sector.
Perkins’ President and Caterpillar Vice President, Gwenne Henricks, shared her thoughts on the future of the industry, with an emphasis on emissions and legislation, technology, innovation, sustainability and customer value.  Chief Executive of the British Bankers’ Association, Angela Knight, explained just what the banks are doing to help the manufacturing sector and Off-Highway Research MD, David Phillips, highlighted the current trends and forecasts for the global construction equipment industry.  CEA Technical Consultant, Malcolm Kent briefed the audience on the progress of the European CONEQT Two road map.  The “Panel of Experts” was drawn from the speakers who were joined by EEF Senior Economist, Jeegar Kakkad.
Attendees welcomed a new President, Nick Ground of GKD Technik – the first President from the Component Supplier sector – and thanks the outgoing President, Peter Howe of Komatsu UK, for his valuable contribution to the Association.

The day also provided invaluable networking opportunities – and showcase exhibitors were extremely pleased with the high number of senior level industry attendees.

The CEA held a pre-conference dinner for a number of MPs and invited industry guests – providing the opportunity for members’ to air issues of concern within the Industry.

The presentations given at the conference are available in the members’ only area of the CEA website (www.coneq.org.uk) or on disk (e-mail cea@admin.co.uk for a copy).

Ends

Note for Editors:

The CEA is the recognised trade association for manufacturers and importers of construction equipment in the UK and their component and accessory suppliers.  It has around 100 members.

The construction equipment industry is worth an estimated £8.5 billion to the UK economy - with companies exporting an average of 75% of their production - and employs some 50,000 people.
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