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For immediate release

Press Release 27th January 2011
The CEA announce PLANTWORX – a new major UK working construction Event
The CEA (Construction Equipment Association) announced today their plans to host a new biennial working plant show named PLANTWORX which will be held at Stoneleigh Park, Warwickshire,  on 14th, 15th and 16th May 2013.  
The new event will have a strong focus on construction equipment, tools and equipment accessories – with machinery demonstration its core feature.
PLANTWORX meets the construction industry demands for a focused plant and equipment show.  The size of the plant and equipment sector, valued at £8.5 billion to the UK economy, highlights the significance of this sector and the importance of a major UK construction event.
CEA Chief Executive Rob Oliver said, “PLANTWORX is the CEA’s response to our members’ enthusiasm for a new event which will give them a solid return for their marketing investment. By organising it as a trade show “for the industry, by the industry” we plan to be responsive to both exhibitor and visitor requirements. This is why we are consulting widely amongst the construction community on what they want to see in the show. This is an exciting project for us, all the more so as such a large number of leading companies have already pledged their support.”

The CPA (Construction Plant Hire Association) has also given PLANTWORX its backing and through its members will be promoting this event as the UK’s number one destination for plant, tools and machinery in 2013.  Colin Wood, CPA’s Chief Executive said, “I welcome the initiative to start a trade event for the industry. We will be working with the CEA to ensure that it is a show that provides maximum interest for the plant hire sector”.
Leading manufacturers have been closely consulted to ensure PLANTWORX will meet the needs of suppliers as well as the requirements of its target audience involved in buying, specifying and operating construction equipment.
Research – what potential visitors wanted from a UK construction event?

The PLANTWORX team embarked on visitor research – to find out exactly what would attract them to a brand new construction show.  87% of those asked indicated that a wide choice of equipment suppliers was important and would influence their decision to visit.  Almost 70% stated that machine demonstration assists in specifying equipment, influenced their buying decision, and choice of construction equipment. PLANTWORX is able to offer the visitor all of these aspects and more besides.

Other key reasons for visiting included, 83% wanted to see something new, 74% wanted to speak to suppliers about key issues and 62% wanted to buy equipment.

About PLANTWORX – the site
When considering the options for a new construction show the requirements were clear, manufacturers wanted a central England location with excellent demonstration facilities – another requirement was for a biennial event alternating with the well-established quarry based Hillhead exhibition.  Stoneleigh Park ticked all the boxes.  

Operations director PLANTWORX Mike Coleman said, “Stoneleigh has a good demonstration facility, with no restrictions on digging depth, which is exactly what manufacturers wanted.  It comprises 28 acres, which equates to 80,000 sqm of which 51,000 sqm is exhibition area, 21,000 sqm of that is demonstration space, which includes 15,000 sqm for earthmoving demonstration. There is also more than adequate parking and a proven traffic management plan is in place.”
Mike continued, “Logistically Stoneleigh Park is ideal and sits only 15 minutes from a main line train station (Coventry), easy access to the motorway network and just 30 minutes from the nearest airport (Birmingham).  There is also no shortage of accommodation in nearby towns.”
The format of PLANTWORX 2013 

The inaugural PLANTWORX is aiming to attract at least 250 exhibiting companies comprising leading construction equipment manufacturers, leading component and accessory suppliers and leading construction equipment service providers.  
The key to this show’s success will be the largest demonstration areas ever provided at a UK event. For those exhibitors not demonstrating competitively priced ready to exhibit stands will be available.  An undercover pavilion with 60 stands for ancillary products will also be constructed with scope to grow.
The PLANTWORX exhibitions team will also be identifying relevant ‘bolt-on’ events, to compliment the construction theme.

Leading up to PLANTWORX 2013  

PLANTWORX website will live by the end of January at www.plantworx.co.uk.  The team will be regularly up dating this site with news, developments and exhibitor information leading up to the 2013 show.  PLANTWORX is also planning an exhibitor day at Stoneleigh Park on 25th May 2011 for committed companies and for potential exhibitors showing interest in the UK’s new construction event.
In conclusion
With the extensive work carried out by the PLANTWORX team and by listening and to what the industry influencers as a whole wanted from a show – PLANTWORX is confident that its first event from 14th – 16th May 2013 at Stoneleigh Park will be a resounding success.
This biennial event will take its place as the new leading construction exhibition for construction professionals and the number one destination for construction professionals to see, try and buy the very latest in construction machinery and equipment.

The show, with its strong demonstration ethos, is a show for the industry by the industry.

-End-

Editors’ Notes:
The CEA represents manufacturers and importers of construction equipment together with their component and accessory suppliers and service providers. The UK construction equipment industry is estimated to be worth £8.5 billion to the British economy, employing around 57,000 people. Over 70% of the construction equipment made in the UK is exported.
The team behind PLANTWORX

The show is being organised by a small dedicated team under the control of the CEA, headed by CEA, Chief Executive, Rob Oliver. He is a 25 year plus veteran of the construction equipment industry.  Operations is the responsibility of Mike Coleman, who has more than 30-years’ experience in exhibitions, including the now ended SED, and the Royal Show at Stoneleigh Park, amongst others.  Gemma Sharpe, who is a well-recognised figure in the construction industry, representing blue chip clients such as Takeuchi and Belle, is in charge of marketing the event.  Louise Murphy, another familiar name in the construction sector, who has worked with SED and the Executive Hire Show, will be handling all the press and publicity for the event.   
Roger Sherman, recently retired as the long-time agent for Messe Munchen, the organisers of the largest construction event in the world, the flagship Bauma exhibition, joins the team as special adviser.  Other appointments will be announced in due course.

The manufacturers have their say – those who have already committed to PLANTWORX 2013
“Manitou UK Limited is pleased to support the new initiative to create a new construction and plant machinery show. A quality showcase for construction equipment is an important factor in promoting the Manitou brand to the customer base. We look forward to playing an active role as a major manufacturer of construction machinery.” said Paul Bidwell  Marketing Manager, Manitou.
“Merlo UK Ltd is delighted that we will once again have a centrally located 'showcase' event that will be accessible to all, with an excellent and proven infrastructure. A show run for the industry by the industry.” said Glyn Stanton General Sales Manager Merlo UK Ltd
“Mini Excavator specialists, Hanix Europe Ltd, support the concept of a biennial construction equipment event at Stoneleigh Park, near Coventry, which would feature outdoor demonstration areas and alternate with the Hillhead quarrying and heavy construction show.” Said Graham Haigh, European Sales, Hanix Europe Ltd.
Tamaru Tomonori Takeuchi Mfg UK Ltd, said, “Takeuchi Mfg benefit from good working demonstration events to show case products effectively!  Manufactures within the 
construction industry require an event that enables customers to test drive products, hopefully Plantworx will provide this platform.”
Ian Brown  - Sales Director Thwaites Ltd said, “For many years Thwaites has a been a regular attendee at major industry events and the first  PLANTWORX in 2013 will be a great opportunity for our customers to again experience the Thwaites range. As market leaders in site dumpers we are pleased to be involved in the early stages of this new show. As the exhibition is planned to be staged at Stoneleigh, close to the original Royal Showground, many customers will be familiar with the location and access will be excellent with several motorway links close by. 
PLANTWORX is destined to become the major UK construction equipment show and as it is planned to be staged biennially it will not conflict with Hillhead, the other major UK exhibition.”

"PLANTWORX has the potential of being an excellent event, firmly putting the spotlight back on the plant sector within the construction industry and bringing a down to earth and hands on approach which we feel has been lacking for some time. Making it a biennial event, alternating with Hillhead, makes perfect sense as well for the industry as whole and for capital equipment suppliers such as ourselves. PLANTWORX has our full support and we look forward to exhibiting at Stoneleigh Park in May 2013." Said Val Ledden, Managing Director Volvo.
Other leading companies who have pledged their support to PLANTWORX include JCB Sales, Ammann, Hyundai, Bomag, Altrad Belle, Brendon Powerwashers, Case and New Holland Construction.  Other supporting companies will be announced over the coming months.
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PLANTWORX receives support from Construction Minister:

Construction Minister Mark Prisk said: "I am very pleased that the Construction Equipment Association is announcing plans today for a new trade show. Support for PLANTWORX from across the sector is a clear signal that the sector is backing this new event in 2013.

"The UK's construction equipment industry is a key element of this country's engineering capability that's worth £8.5 billion to our economy. PLANTWORX will be a good opportunity to showcase the sector's capabilities and demonstrate its new and innovative products."
-Ends-
